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REPORT 
‘OF THE 


Committee om Town Accounts. 


The undersigned, Committee on Town Accounts, respectfully 
submit the following Report, as the result of their investigations: 


* 

Charles C. Kimball, Tax Collector, i in account with the Town, 
March, 1864, . Dr. 
To Tax Bill for 1868, $ 8299 21 
Cr. 

By paid State Tax for 1863, 2008 80 
County “ Fate E+ . : 1168 89 
i—Fown, “ be 0.4 4050 00 

Services as Collector, 60 00 
Balance due the Town, 1011 52 


$ 8299 21 


ee 


George Olcott, Treasurer, in account with the Town. 


March 4, 1864, Dr. 
To Balance in Treasury, 1050 50 
Cash paid by Collector Whipple, 248 68 
i: 5% Kimball, 4050 00 
4. Mor Te een 1862, 85 96 


‘e ‘“ “ &  & 1863, 90 38 
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Cash paid for Literary Fund, 
ae County Paupers, 
el RA Re Rent of Town House, 
PPR Be A G. W. Mark, 
fh eee pales OL Eg UOr, 
LAD State for Volunteers, 
“¢ Borrowed of Savings Bank, 
as ee “ J. J. Hubbard, 


“paid by N. Hubbard for Printing, 
To cash paid by Benj. Whipple, pauper acct., 
6c ce ce 66 tc 


6 S rs highway taxes, 


fs for outstanding orders this year, 
: balance due from Town, 
Cr. 


By cash paid for the support of schools, 
3 Roads and Bridges, 
town paupers, 


tf (6 orn i: 

ns “ Town Farm, 
e ‘* Tneidentals, 
4 “ ‘Volunteers, 
" “ Cemeteries, 


a “ ‘Town debt, 
ef “ Town Officers, 


«< “ Outstanding orders for 1863, 





$ 34,172 08 


1635 51 
459 48 
642 98 
508 85 
842 89 
188 87 

28.618 83 
183 55 
607 20 
431 12 

52 80 


$ 34,172 08 





Town Farm, in account with the Town. 


March 4, 1864. 


To Personal Property, as per last report, 
Interest on the same, 
“ “ Town Farm, 
Agent’s Salary, 
Cash paid for Sundries, 
Balance, 


Dr. 


1765 18 
105 90 
180 00 
500 00 
697 O01 . 

58 94 





$3107 03 


5s 


Cr. 
By Personal Property on Farm, 2027 27 
Cash received of County, ? 410 62 
“~ from sales, : 669 14 





$ 3107,03: 


George Olcott, Disbursing Agent of Soldiers’ Fund. 


March 4, 1864. | sje) DB 

To Balance from last year, 112 35 
“ Cash received from the Town, 5650 00 

$9762 35 
Cr. 

By Town Aid paid 26 families, 2748 40 
HoPiete eine wane od. |S 2908.00 
“ Balance of Bounties paid, 100 00 
“ Balance due the Town, 5 95 

$5762 35 

And there is now in the hands of the Agent, State and 

Town Aid, due and uncalled for, $70 56 


Of the State Aid, the State has refunded the amount paid up to 
May 1, 1863, and on the Ist of May 1864 will refund the bal- 
ance. 

There are 37 Families now receiving assistance from the 
' Agent. 


—_—_——— 


PROPERTY OF THE TOWN. 


Town. Farm, 3500 00 
Gravel Pit, 100 00 
Personal Property of the Farm, 2027. 27 
Balance of Tax due from Collector Garfield, 167 79 
“ * - - Piper, 71 47 
“ a $f Whipple, 146 42 
g : 7 ‘ Kimball, 1011 52 
“due from the County, 40 50 
Liabilities over Assets, 29181 44 


$36246 41 
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DEBTS OF THE TOWN. 


Note due J. J. Hubbard, 
Interest due J. J. Hubbard, 
Note due David Holton, 
Interest due David Holton, 
Note and Interest due C. C. Sumner, 
Notes due Conn. River Savings Bank, 
Literary Fund, 
Swan F'und, 
Due School Districts, : 
“ Town Farm, 
«Town Treasurer, 


- 





3000 00 
150 00 
600 00 

36 00 
1066 36 
30,000 00 
125 82 
333 33 
225 99 
248 88 
460 02 





$36246 41 


The Selectmen recommend to raise the following Sums: 


Hor State Tax, 
County Tax, 
“© Schools, 
‘¢ Roads and Bridges, 
“ Town Officers, 
«¢ Paupers, 
“ Town Debt, 
“ JTncidentals, 
“ Highways, 


3720 00 
‘1402 67 
1500 00 
500 00 
500 00 
1200 00 
4500 00 
400 00 
1200 00 





$14922 67 


The Committee find the accounts of the Selectmen and Treas- 


urer to be correct. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 


BROOKS KIMBALL, 
JONATHAN BAKER, 


Committee. 


SCHOOL REPORT. , 





To rue Town or CHARLESTOWN: 


Your Superintending Committee of Schools, in compliance with 
the law, requiring an Annual Report of the same, with such sug- 
gestions as may be useful upon the management of schools and the 
subject of education—Respectfully submits the following: 


A comparison of the educational condition of the State of New 
Hampshire, with the condition of some of the other States, dis- 
closes the gratifying fact that we have, in our State, comparatively 
few persons unable to read and write. The reports of our teachers 
for the past year show the equally gratifying fact, that we have none 
of that class between the ages of four and sixteen years of age.— 
For more than a quarter of a century the cause of education and 
the usefulness of our schools had steadily advanced. For the last 
few years they have. retrograded. The number of young men 
employed in teaching, now engaged in other pursuits, and the 
repeal of the law for holding Teachers’ Institutes, may in part 
.ccount for this. But the truth that the increased compensation 


paid to teachers has shortened our shcools, should not be over- 
looked. 


DISTRICT NO. 1. This District has a small but neat school 
house furnished with Outline Maps, Webster’s Unabridged Dic- 
tionary, etc., and a School Library of 285 volumcs. Miss Josie M. 
Flint of Roxbury, taught the Summer Term. System and order 
characterized the school room, the teacher joining aptness in impart- 
Ing instruction, to good literary qualifications. The school was very 
successful—one in which no one could spend an hour and fail to be 
delighted. This school was continued four weeks by voluntary 
contribution of the District. Mr. Milan D. Morrison of New 
Alstead, commenced the Winter Term and kept six weeks, but 
being unable to maintain order, the school was then closed. 


Tue VILLAGE PRECINCT or Hieu Scuoot Disrricr, embracing 
’ Districts No. 2 and No. 8: united under the Somersworth Act, has 
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three grades and four schools, viz: North Primary, South Primary, 
Grammar School and High School. 

The North Primary : Summer and Winter Terms by Miss Maria 
J. Walker, of Springfield, Vt., and the Winter Term by Miss Abbie 
W. Grinnell. Each of the terms was successfully conducted.— 
Miss Maria L. Robertson taught the three terms in the South 
Primary. She has previously been engaged in this and in several 
of our other schools, and always with marked success. 


GRAMMAR Scuoot. The Summer Term was under the care of 
Miss Mary J. Parks. The Fall and Winter Terms under that of 
Miss Susie Whipple. This department, numbering some thirty- 
five scholars, mostly from ten years to fourteen years of age, a 
period in which the spirit of “Young America” is usually highly 
developed, demands a teacher of more than the ordinary qualifica. 
tions, tact, talent, and experience as well. Nor is there scarcely 
less effort needed on the part of the teacher, in encouraging and 
putting forward the timid and unassuming, than in guiding 
and checking the bold and defiant. These schools have accom- 
plished all which in reason could have been expected. Statements 
of the condition of the places in which they were kept, have been 
made in former School Reports. Though these statements have 
been repeated and reiterated, duty and the best interests of all con- 
cerned, demand that attention should again be called to the sub. 
ject. The Primary School Houses have stood perhaps half a’ 
century with but little repair or attention since their erection.— 
The Grammar School is kept in a room low roofed, cramped and 
confined, and over an open shed, into which the heated air o¢ 
summer, and the blasts of the north-west in winter have free ac. 
cess. Shall it be necessary to again state the fact that Charlestown 
Village has the poorest school room found in the county? 

HIGH SCHOOL. The School House, built a few years since 
and then an honor and an ornament to the village, now comfortable 
and convenient, is well furnished with black-boards, outline and 
other maps, globe, etc. Miss Nancy Morse taught the several terms 
and: fully sustained her reputation. The method of instruction and 
of conducting recitations is superior. The classes are thoroughly 
drilled in the useful branches, and the older scholars are well ad_ 
vanced. The winter schools in the village all ending sooner than 
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the Committee expected, the closing examinations were not so thor- 
ough as they otherwise would have been. 


DISTRICT No. 4. The summer term was kept by Miss Myra 
Shattock of Hollis, a teacher of ability, good qualifications and expe- 
rience. The method of instruction aud the manner of conducting 
recitations were very good. ‘The order was excellent and the school 
successful and profitable. Mr. Emory A. Howard of South Acworth 
commenced the winter school, but was obliged by sickness to leave 
after a few days. Mr. David Fairbanks of Rockingham, Vt. was 

‘then engaged. Three examinations of his school have been made, 
which is yet in session. Mr. Fairbanks appears to be a good and 
thorough teacher; he maintains proper and correct discipline, and 
he is emphatically master of the school. 


DISTRICT No. 5. Miss Julia Powers taught the Summer School. - 
The Winter Term was taught by Walter M. Wright of Union Vil- 
lage, a young beginner. He was prosperous, and, with experience 
and more dignity joined with his pleasing manners, will make a 
successful teacher. Both schools were interrupted by sickness of 
the scholars. 

DISTRICT No. 6. This school, recently a large one, but now 
much reduced in numbers, has a good class of advanced scholars. 
Miss Louisa Allen, teacher in the summer, and Mr. G. R. Sherwood 
of Benson, Vt. in the winter, were both successful in teaching and 
in securing the confidence and affection of the scholars. Both may 
improve by more attention to discipline. 

DISTRICT No. 7. Miss Sophia C. Lane, teacher in the sum- 
mer, succeeded in this as well as in the schools she has formerly 
taught. Mr. Frank W. Lewis of Claremont, teacher in the winter, 
is avery successful instructor in all the branches of the common 
school; eminently so in Arithmetic. But a year since, this school 
was in the back ground. The scholars were noisy, tuybulent and 
profane. A happy change has taken place. This school now stands 
in the front, rank. Who can estimate the amount of good the 
competent and devoted teacher can accomplish ? 

DISTRICT No. 8. Miss Martha I. Evans, teacher of ‘the Sum- 
mer Term has previously taught the same school and always suc- 
~essfully. Miss Harriette M. Parks taught the Winter Term. The 
school is small, and no teacher could have sueceeded in exciting 
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more interest or in effecting better results. When a school is lim- 
ited to a term of seven weeks, and the festive party and the convivial 
dance usurp the time and attention due to the BenoM the teacher’s 
task is a hard one. | 

Though there may be a time and season for: all (lawful) things, 
social gatherings, dancing schools, political, or religious meetings, 
even, should never engross the mind to the injury of the common 
school. ‘These remarks are applicable also to other of our schools. 

DISTRICT No. 9. Miss Merial Whipple, teacher in the sum- . 
mer. Miss Whipple is a good scholar, particularly so in 
Mathematics, imparting instruction in an approved manner. ‘lhe 
recitations in Geography excelled. The order and arrangement 
of the school room were good. Miss Mary Willard taught the ~ 
Winter Term. Well qualified in literary attainments, judicious 
in classing and arrangement, and decided im governing, Miss 
Willard discharged her duties in a manner satisfactory to the 
-Superintendant, and, so far as is known, to the district. 

DISTRICT No. 11. Miss Sarah Smith, a beginner, kept in the 
summer. Kind to her scholars and devoted to the school, there 
should have been more firmness in government. Mr. George 8. 
Russell, of Marlow, teacher in the Winter Term, taught the 
previous winter also. ‘The school, then backward, has made rapid 
advancement. Mr. Russell appears to have conducted the school 
to the entire satisfaction of all concerned. The remarks made of 
District No. 7 are pertinent to this school. 

DISTRICT No. 12. Miss Susie Whipple again taught the 
Summer Term. Mr. Arthur G. Lewis, of Claremont, kept the 
Winter School.- He succeeded well in this, his first attempt at— 
teaching.. With more experience and confidence he will make an 
able acquisition to the corps of teachers: ‘This district has for a 
succession of terms had able teachers, and the inhabitants are — 
prompt in attending to the interests of the school; an interesting 
and prosperous school is the corresponding result. | 

DISTRICT No. 13. Miss Lois M. Sprague of North Oraftesl | 
bury Vt: faught the Summer Term. Her literary and other 
qualifications are not above mediocrity, and her success was not 
above her qualifications. The school continued but eight weeks. 
Miss Lucy Morse taught the Winter School: her first essay was_ 


Vi 


a successful one. The government and the progress in the va- 
. rious branches were commendable. 


DISTRICT No. 14. Miss Josie C. Parks taught the Summer 
School. The Superintendent was called in several times during 
the term to check insubordination. At the commencement of 
the Winter Term kept by Miss Merial A. Whipple, insubordi- 
nation again commenced and application was made for the dismis- 
sion of the offenders. The law wisely provides that the 
Superintending Committee shall use their influence that all the 
youth of each district attend and profit by the school therein, and 
especial and continued efforts were made for that purpose. These 
efforts failed and two scholars were dismissed. One of them 
returning to the school in violation of law, was prosecuted and the 
penalty inflicted. Both teachers were energetic and persevering. 

DISTRICT No. 10. ‘This district has no school house, and 
has had no school this year. 


DISTRICT No. 15. The scholars of this district have attend- 
ed school in District No. 16 in Claremont. 





The books recommended by our Superintending Committee 
have in some instances been continued so long that they could not 
be obtained without difficulty. In other instances frequent and 
unnecessary changes have been made, greatly to the inconven- 
ience of the schools and the expense of the purchasers. The list 
now recommended has been revised within a few years, and the 
recommendation that it remain without change for five years, 
from 1862 to 1867, is repeated. The following is the list : 

The Scriptures; Hillard’s Series of Readers; Leonard’s North 
American Spelling Book; Part of Cornell’s Series of Geogra- 
phies,—that is, First Steps, Primary, and The Grammar School ; 
Greenleaf’s Common School Arithmetic for the lower classes, and 
the National for the highest class, and Colburn’s Mental Arithme- 
tic; Wells’ Grammar for the highest class, and 'Tower’s Gram- 
mar for the lower classes; Quackenbos’ Natural Philosophy; 
Quackenbos’ History of the United States, and the Primary His- 
tory of the U.§. by the same for the lower classes; Fitch’s 
Physical Geography ; Writing Books,—Payson, Dutton & Scrib- 
ner’s; Davies’ Algebras; Book-Keeping adapted to Payson, 
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Dutton & Scribner’s Penmanship; Worcester’s } Large Dictionary, 
and Webster’s Dictionaries. 


=== And (under the law authorizing shits to dismiss teach- 
ers) tliey will consider it a sufficient cause to dismiss any teacher 
who shall introduce or recommend books in place of the above 
list, or who shall neglect to keep a School Record, properly filled 
up, constantly in the school-room. ' 
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1) 28) $90 72, 7| 7 $12 00| $22 00 
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onesuet - 3 
Total, |! if Total, | 257| $1684.19 | itd on 
Bahiobt tivbindy iataee by inomey raised by the Town, $1260 00 
«derived from Literary Fund, 492 52 
“ interest on Swan Fund, 20 00 
Rail Road Tax, 131 67 





, $1634 19 - 


THOMAS WHIPPLE, 
’ — Superintending School Committee. 
CuHARLEsTowN, March 5, 1864. 
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